
  
 
 
 
 

 

    HOLIDAY LUNCHEON 

 
 

ur December Holiday Luncheon was postponed due to inclement weather and has been 

rescheduled.  In keeping with the holiday theme, we will hold the luncheon the Saturday before 

Valentineôs Day.  We will still have our ñHeart to Heartò gift exchange.  Please bring a wrapped 

gift that may not necessarily be new, but has special significance to you.  Please enclose a note explaining 

why the gift has special meaning to you. 
 
 

Saturday, February 11, 2017 
11:30 am - 2:30 pm 

Lunch served at 11:45 am 
Cost is $10.00 per person  

 

Lukich Family Restaurant 
3900 Rochester Rd., Troy 

(S. of Wattles on east side of Rochester Rd. ς there is a traffic light where you will turn into parking lot.) 
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January, 2017 

 
 

Group Meet ing: 
 

Thursday, January 12 
 

4:00 pm – 5:30 pm 

Beaumont, Royal Oak  
Neuroscience Center,  

in the 2nd floor conference room 
 
 

Ȱ*ÕÓÔ #ÏÎÖÅÒÓÁÔÉÏÎȱ 
 
 

Join us for dinner following the meeting at  

The Avenue ï located on Woodward just north of 
13 Mile on the west side. The restaurant offers a 

nice menu with separate checks. 

 

Please let Patty Kurpinski know if you plan on attending 

the luncheon.  If you are not able to attend but paid for 

the December Luncheon, your money will be refunded to 

you.  Please contact Patty for your refund also:   
 

Patty Kurpinski   

patkurp@yahoo.com 

17747 Invitational Drive  

Macomb, MI 48042 

586-850-0152 

 

The meal includes a selection from the banquet room menu.  A special vegan lunch 

will be available upon request.  Please request this when making your reservation.   
 

mailto:patkurp@yahoo.com


   

 

 

 

 

 

One hot humid day, a daughter was drinking iced tea and visiting with her 

Mother. As they talked about life, about marriage, about the responsibilities of 

life and the obligations of adulthood, the mother clinked the ice cubes in 

her glass thoughtfully and turned a clear, sober gaze upon her daughter. 
 

ñDon't forget your Sisters,ò she advised, swirling the tea leaves to the bottom of 

her glass. ñThey'll be more important as you get older. No matter how much 

you love your husband, no matter how much you love the children you may have, you are still going to need 

Sisters. Remember to go places with them now and then; do things with them. Remember that 'Sisters' means 

ALL the women . . .  your girlfriends, your daughters, and all your other women relatives too. You'll need other 

women. Women always do.ò 
 
 ñWhat a funny piece of advice!ò the young woman thought.  ñHaven't I just gotten married?  Haven't I just 
joined the couple-world?  I'm now a married woman, for goodness sake! A grownup! Surely my husband and 
the family we may start will be all I need to make my life worthwhile!ò 
  
But she listened to her Mother. She kept contact with her Sisters and made more women friends each year. As 
the years tumbled by, one after another, she gradually came to understand that her Mom really knew what she 
was talking about. 
  
As time and nature work their changes and their mysteries upon a woman, Sisters are the mainstay of her life. 
  
After more than 50 years of living in this world, here is what I've learned:  
   
 Time passes.  
            Life happens. 
                      Distance separates.  
                     Children grow up. 
                    Jobs come and go. 
                   Love waxes and wanes. 
                 Men don't do what they're supposed to do. 
                 Hearts break. 
                           Parents die. 
                        Colleagues forget favors.  
                       Careers end. 
 

     Sisters are there, no matter how much time and how many miles are between you.  

     A girl friend is never farther away than needing her can reach. 
  

When you have to walk that lonesome valley and you have to walk it by yourself, the women in your life 

will be on the valley's rim, cheering you on, praying for you, pulling for you, intervening on your behalf, and 

waiting with open arms at the valley's end. Sometimes, they will even break the rules and walk beside you . . . 

or come in and carry you out. 

  

Girlfriends, daughters, granddaughters, daughters-in-law, sisters, sisters-in-law, mothers, grandmothers, aunties, 

nieces, cousins, and extended family, all bless our lives! The world wouldn't be the same without women, 

and neither would I. When we began this adventure called womanhood, we had no idea of the incredible joys 

or sorrows that lay ahead. Nor did we know how much we would need each other. Every day,  

we need each other still.  

 

A reflection on the importance of other women in our lives,  
as shared by Ginny Dimsa 

 

(Originally published in our April 2010 newsletter) 

 



 

 

 

   

 

 
rior to her cancer diagnosis, Renee 

Kidder  was content with her life as a wife 

and mother and her additional 

responsibility as home-school mom to her two 

children.  She does admit however that she used 

to have a nagging question in the back of her 

mind: ñBut what is my true ministry?ò  Her 

answer came through the Holy Spirit after she 

was diagnosed with ovarian cancer and, at her 

friendsô request, she began an online support 

website called ñLotsa Helping Hands.ò  Through 

the ñKidder Kommunityò link Renee was able to 

fill them in on her progress during treatment so 

that they wouldnôt have to be continually calling 

the Kidder family for updates.  Renee claims to 

not be a writer by nature, but her support log not 

only kept her friends in the loop, it also gave her the opportunity to express herself and her love of God.  It 

helped to lift her up and gave her hopefulness during a very difficult time, as she shared her thoughts and 

feelings with all who read it.  She found uplifting songs online, which she loved and included.  Through these 

sharings she has reached out to many in a profound way, which has not only 

given her strength, but has in return provided strength to her many 

supporters who read the ñKidder Kommunity.ò  
 

Renee has been married to her husband, Mark , for close to 11 years and 

they live in Brighton.  They met when both were attending a singles group at 

Ward Presbyterian Church.  They have two beautiful children, Caleb (10) 

and Noel (9).  Both kids enjoy soccer and swimming. They have recently 

also taken up running and are now fortunate to be getting some training from 

a wonderful college-age running coach.  The family has a very special 

golden-doodle named Luca.  They all like to bike, hike, kayak and camp.  

Mark enjoys rock climbing and both kids gave the sport a try in South 

Dakota three years ago.   

 
Renee is a nurse by trade but, once Caleb was ready for first grade, she and 

Mark made the decision that she would be a full time home-school teacher. 

She made the transition and has never looked back.  Mark is a software 

engineer for a local company.  Within the next year or so, however, the family will be making a huge life  

change as they plan on going full time into the missionary field.  They have taken a number of short missionary 

trips in the past.  As a family they have served in Huron City at an ELIM (Encouraging Leaders In Ministry) 

International Missionary Retreat Camp, a respite camp for missionaries who are home for a short stay.  They all 

enjoyed the opportunity to interact with people of so many different cultures.  Their upcoming full time venture 

will be with JAARS Wycliffe Bible Translators.  JAARS is a multidisciplinary team of problem solvers who are 

committed to the belief and vision that peopleôs lives and communities are transformed as they experience 

Godôs word in their own language.  Wycliffeôs goal is to have the bible translated into every language by 2025.   
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  Profile in Courage 
by Marcia Gurche 

(cont.ôd on next page) 



   Meeting dates 
ü January 12 

Just Conversation 
ü February 9 

Speaker: Dr. Al-Wahab 
ü March 9 

Topic: Social Security & 
             Disability 
 
 

Support group meetings are held at the 
Beaumont, Royal Oak Neuroscience 

Center, 4:00 p.m. ς 5:30 p.m.,  
in the 2nd floor conference room. 

 

Parking is available in the either the 
Neuroscience Center parking lot or in the 

Cancer Center parking lot.  
(The buildings are not connected.) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

             
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Objectives of support group: 
 

Í Provide a forum for ovarian 
cancer patients to address 
concerns; 

 

Í Support each other through 
initial treatment phase, during 
potential recurrence, and with 
issues related to long term 
survival; 

 

Í Establish core group of 
survivors willing to visit newly 
diagnosed patients; 

 

Í Increase awareness of ovarian 
cancer, including its symptoms 
and risk factors, in the hope of 
achieving earlier detection and 
treatment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marguerite Smith      28 yrs ! 

Jen Poore       21  

Molly Goodman      21  

Elaine Greenberg      17  

Shosha Mandel-Warner   11  

Jan Homer         9  

Laurie Dopke         6  

Sherrie Marsh         5  

Patti Pfaendtner        5  

Lisa Kozakowski        5  

Nancy Evanson        5  

Gloria Black         4  

Devlon McEwen        4  

Andrea McLearen        4 

Janet Crain         3  

Kelly Hreha         3  

Jan Murfey         3  

Marie Symanov        2  

Heather Gilbeau        1  

 

 
Be sure to visit the support page at 

mioca.org to learn of upcoming 

meetings and  
One to One events! 

Newsletter Editors: 
 

Marcia Gurche 
42508 JoEd 

Sterling Hgts., MI 48314 
586-323-0838 

mgurche@wowway.com 

Marilyn Brozovic 
4793 Alton 

Troy, MI 48085 
248-561-2027 

brozovicm87@gmail.com 

Jeanine Dunaj   
 Asst. Editor/Layout 

 
  

Newsletter information is 
presented in summary form, is 
general in nature and 
provided for informational 
purposes only. It is not 
intended in any way to be a 
substitute for professional 
medical advice, diagnosis or 
treatment. 

Faith Johnson          Feb 01 

Lori Pittenger           Feb 01 

Susan Papin           Feb 4 

Genevieve Riess     Feb 14 

Joline Bowdich        Feb 18 

Devlon McEwen      Feb 19 

Brenthy Johnston    Feb 20 

Caryn Lyons           Feb 21 

Patty Kennedy         Feb 24 

Cindy Hoffman         Feb 25 

Gloria Conner          Feb 28 

Barb Livingston        Feb 28 

 

Renee was diagnosed in June, 2015 and she had three rounds of 

chemotherapy before her surgery.  Following surgery, after much 

research, discussion with her doctor and, of course prayer, she decided to 

have five rounds of IP chemotherapy.  It was a grueling regimen but she 

felt that the additional cycles of chemo were worth it for the higher chance 

of survival that each additional cycle offered.  Renee made the decision to 

undergo a prophylactic bilateral mastectomy due to her BRCA1 positive 

status.     
 

It takes a lot to hold her down! Just a few short weeks after surgery this 

summer, Renee spearheaded the Turn the Towns Teal® campaign in 

Brighton.  It was the first time that Brighton had participated in this event. 

Renee, her family and approximately 35 of their dear friends gathered to 

tie teal ribbons to bring awareness of ovarian cancer to the community.  

She is a dynamo and will no doubt turn this negative into a very huge 

positive with each person she touches along her journey.   

 

άtŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ tǊŜǎŜƴǘ L ƪƴƻǿ ǿŜƭƭΤ ŜŀŎƘ ƛǎ 
a friend and sometimes an enemy to 
me. But it is the quiet, beckoning 
Future, an absolute stranger, with 
ǿƘƻƳ L ƘŀǾŜ ŦŀƭƭŜƴ ƳŀŘƭȅ ƛƴ ƭƻǾŜΦέ  
 

φ Richelle E. Goodrich  

(cont.ôd from page 3)   

Note: 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/5082833.Richelle_E_Goodrich

